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Brookline Preservation Commission 

Local Historic District Report 
 

Address:  166 Walnut Street  

District:  Pill Hill  LHD 

Applicant:  Trustees of the 166 Walnut St. Condo Association 

Date Built:  1911 

Architect: J.H. Pineo 

Builder: J.H. Pineo 
 

 
 

 

 

Statement of Significance: 
 

This triple decker was designed and built by J.H. Pineo in 1891. J.H. Pineo was a prominent Brookline architect-builder 

who specialized in three family residential structures. 166 Walnut Street was constructed for Robert Bell, an undertaker, 

who lived in one of the units. In 1913 the two other units were occupied by George Hopper, a druggist, and John 

Williams, a storekeeper. Originally the house also featured a second floor balustrade above the entry porch. An 

unspecified number of wood windows were replaced in 1988. 

 

Proposed Alterations: 
 

The applicant is proposing to replace the existing 6òx4ò fir gutters in three different locations, including the front porch, 

the main roof, and a rear covered third floor balcony. The applicant is proposing to install fiberglass gutters that resemble 

as closely as possible the outside dimensions and profile of the existing wood gutters. The proposal calls for the gutters to 

be attached to a composite fascia board. There is no proposed change to the existing downspouts.  

 

Applicable Guidelines: 
¶ Wood gutters, when an integral part of an ornamental cornice or roof edge design, should be repaired and 

maintained. Copper gutters which duplicate the original molding profile or wood gutters may be considered as a 

replacement for wood gutters. Aluminum gutters should not be used except as like kind replacement.  
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Preliminary Findings: 
During the Commissionôs subcommittee meetings in regards to the Design Guidelines of Local Historic, 

commissioners discussed and appeared interested in the possibility of allowing fiberglass or composite gutters 

in local historic districts. As the process of updating the Design Guidelines was paused due to the current 

COVID 19 pandemic, no final vote has occurred. During the subcommittee meetings the present commissioners 

brought up the notion of allowing fiberglass material for gutters only as gutters are integral in protecting the 

historic structures. The Commission should consider after reviewing the provided fiberglass sample if the 

fiberglass gutter can accomplish its goal of closely resembling the wood gutter, especially for the front porch as 

that is the most visible from the street. If the Commission allows the fiberglass gutter staff recommends that the 

Commission ask the fascia board remain wood.  
 

 

Aerial view of 166 Walnut Street, looking east. 

 

Aerial view of 166 Walnut Street, looking south. 
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Aerial view of 166 Walnut Street, looking west. 

 

Aerial view of 166 Walnut Street, looking north. 
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